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Review and Clarification of the [WCA Rules by: Dan Patterson

It is said repeatedly that “Ignorance of the law ® excuse”. If you wish to do well in life’s
competitions, this is especially true.

I n response to many questions by NFCG membersooundl this quarter will deal with the IWCA rulesch
guidelines that our competitors are competing thatpresent time. Obviously two different peopiay
interpret a rule two different ways, so for whasitvorth we would like to give you our interpretat of the
IWCA rules as they stand. When you finish readiig journal | hope that you are more knowledge#hiet
enlightened. Whether a competitor or a judgeaware that we are all human and mistakes will happé¢he
process.

NOTE: To my knowledge, at the present time, therelaeetWCA sanctioned competitionghere weish
carvershave the opportunity to compete. Two on the wassit, theCalifornia Openheld in San Diego CA,
and theColumbia Flywayheld in Vancouver WA. The other is Werld Taxidermy and Fish Carving
Championshipsheld at present in St. Charles MO. Although thesy be true for IWCA sanctioned shows,
virtually all carving shows/competitions in the oy utilize the IWCA rules as guidelines for their
competitions and if they have divisions for fishy gan enter them.

First in this journal, | will start with the prelimary rules that some carvers overlook then gotimdish
carving rules themselves in the order they aredigh the IWCA rule and guideline book. The IWCAhgite
is www.iwca.com All of the IWCA rules can be viewed on this pad¢heir website-
www.iwfca.com/contest-rules/section-03-iwca-catégmiand-species.html

Sections 01IWCA Competition Levelnd 02Advancement Rulegpply to all carvers that compete in IWCA
competitions, including Sections IM/CA Judging Criterighru 074WCA Best of Show Judginigat explain
the desirable conduct that should be practicedllpagticipants. Sections 15 thru 19 are the figles
themselves and deal specifically with fish, (wisaallowed and not allowed) in an IWCA fish carving
competition. | used a format that lists the IWGAerfirst in its entirety imed print, then an explanation/
interpretation is offered. A few of my own chaate added to help. Let us get started on thepegé....




INTERNATIONAL WILDFOWL CARVERSASSOCIATION GUIDELINES
AND RULES

Approved September 08, 2011

Section 01. IWCA COMPETITION LEVELS (Applies to all carvers)

1.1 Junior—Carvers 17 years of age or under.

1.2 Novice—Carvers who have not won two Best of Shows in the Novice level in any participating IWCA Competition.

1.3 Intermediate—Carvers who have won two Best of Shows in the Novice level in any participating IWCA Competition.

1.4 A carver who has previously won two Best of Shows in the Intermediate level in any participating IWCA Competition may not enter at the
Intermediate level after the end of that calendar year.

1.5 Amateur—For shows electing to combine the novice and intermediate levels, the term amateur level may be used.

1.6 Open—Carvers who have won two Best of Shows in the Intermediate level at any participating IWCA Show or Competition.

1.6.1 Open may also refer to a division "open" to carvers of all levels. Typically, these divisions have no Novice or Intermediate levels and are
not subject to advancement rules.

Section 01 explanation:

There are normally four levels of competition in@QA shows.

1. Junior

2. Novice

3. Intermediate

4. Open

The above Section 01 set of rules states that ymt be 17 or younger to be in thenior level of competition.
Upon reaching the age of 18, you are required teento the Novice level. Additionally, upon winnihgo
best of shows in theovice level, you are required to move to timter mediate level. When you win two best
of shows at the Intermediate level you can no lorgenpete at the Intermediate level after the dritiai year
and must move up to Open level. Sometimes it isiptesfor a show to combine Novice and Intermedzarte




call it Amateur level. A Show Chairman may decidelo this for many different reasons. In this cése
competition would have only three levels of comiati, the Junior, Amateur and Open. So then, if were
normally competing in the Novice or Intermediateeleyou would then be competing in the Amateur leve
This means the Novice and Intermediate levels angpeting against each other in the Amateur level of
competition. Winning two best of shows in the tntediate level will move you up into ti@pen level. These
set of rules concerning competition levels give ydarmation about each level. They do not telliyehat
level to compete at when you first start competigat is entirely your decision and you will kneaon
enough if you made the right choice. It is advigdb get help with this decision. Fish Carverowiave
competed can give you good advice and steer youhetright level of competition. This is furthexplained
in the next set of rules.

Section 02. ADVANCEMENT RULES (Applies to all carvers)

2.1 A carver who wins two Best of Shows in the Novice level at any participating IWCA Show or Competition will be advanced to the
Intermediate level at the end of that calendar year. Two Best of Shows only applies when there are 10 or more entries in the division.

2.2 A carver who wins two Best of Shows in the Intermediate level at any participating IWCA Show or Competition will be advanced to the
Open level at the end of that calendar year.

2.3 A carver can elect at any time to move up in level. Once a carver has voluntarily advanced to the next level of competition, that carver
may not re-enter at the former lower level.

2.4 IWCA will review a challenged carver's level and may revise the assigned level as a result of that review.

2.5 A carver's level is the same for birds and fish.

2.6 For Decoy Carvers (non-decorative): does not pertain to fish.

2.7 A carver may submit a request to IWCA asking to be set back one level, if the carver feels he/she has been advanced to a level in which

he/she feels he/she is not qualified to compete. The IWCA determination will be final.

Section 02 explanation:

The first rule in this Section 02 of Advancementd®uestates that if you win two best of showshmrnovice
level you need to move to the intermediate leved ibadds that there must be at least 10 entni¢isat division
you won your best of shows in. In other words, peed to beat 9 other entries for best of showvn t
different shows. Then you are required to cobasé best of show wins and they will move you wponfr
Novice to Intermediate at the end of that year. ti@nother hand, if you won two best of shows in tifferent
fish carving competitions and there were in thasesibns eight or less entries in both shows, tHuoss of
show wins will not count against or for you, andiyall not be required to move up from Novice to
Intermediate.

Carvers that advance themselves voluntarily cagaditack down to the previous competition level, bogr
you may request to be moved back one level byMH€A if you feel you are not qualified to competets
level you are in. The IWCA also has the obligatiorcthallenge a carver’s level if they feel you ace at the
right competition level. The folks in the IWCA aggperts at this sort of thing so it is benefit@aheed their
advice.

IWCA CATEGORIES AND SPECIES (Appliesto fish carvers)

3.2.11  Saltwater Fish—Classes may include up to four types of saltwater fish.




3.2.11.1 Tropical reef fish: Includes wrasses, butterflys, angels, damselfish, squirrelfish, groupers, eels, and other primarily reef-dwelling species.
3.2.11.2 Offshore game fish: Includes bluefish, dolphin, mahi mahi, mackerels, tunas, dories, jacks, and bullfish.

3.2.11.3 Coastal game fish: Includes striped bass, bonefish, tarpon, permit, redfish, sea trout, weakfish, snook, and bonita.

3.2.11.4 Miscellaneous saltwater fish: Includes all sharks, rays, flounder, halibut, billed fish, seahorse, etc.

3.2.12  Freshwater Fish

3.2.12.1 Game Fish: All bass, pike, Muskie, walleye.

3.2.12.2 Pan fish: Sunfish, crappie, perch, bluegill.

3.2.12.3 Trout/Salmon/Char: Brown, rainbow, brook, cutthroat, golden, grayling, chars, and all salmon species.

3.2.12.4 Miscellaneous Freshwater Fish: Includes all other freshwater fish not classified elsewhere including such species as gar, sturgeon, carp,
catfish, paddlefish, shad, etc.

Section 3.2.11 thru 3.2.12.4 explanation:

Section 3 above is self-explanatory and deals @timples of categories and species in the groups.

NOTE: The fish are broken down into two groups, the Bé&lter Fish Group and the Fresh Water Fish Group.
Each group then has four sub-groups with speciasgkes. The sub-groups give species examplebdrat is

no limit to the different species that the carven compete with in any given sub-categdripave made this
more clear in a chart that follows in Section 07.

Also note that fish which live the majority of thdéives in salt water such as Salmon, Trout aness\other
species are classified according to the rules todstwater fish for entry purposes into the Fresiew

Category.

Section 04. IWCA JUDGING CRITERIA

4.1 The following criteria will be used for all levels of competition and, unless specifically restricted elsewhere, in all divisions. All four criteria
are important because they overlap and build on each other. In order for a piece to reach its fullest potential, it must succeed in all four areas
simultaneously.

4.2 Craftsmanship refers to the technical skills involved in bird carving: sculpting, painting, and finishing techniques. The execution of
craftsmanship will be looked for in the subject, any habitat, accessories, and the base itself, if there should be one. Good craftsmanship should be
consistent throughout the entire piece.

4.3 Accuracy involves the correctness of a piece from a scientific perspective. Size, shape, color, pattern, location, number, are the concepts
important here. Anything accompanying the subject must be given the same scrutiny. Accuracy involves the natural history of the whole piece, all
of its components, and the appropriateness of those components together.

4.4 Essence of the Species involves capturing the 'jizz' or 'gestal' of a species. It involves a thorough knowledge of one's subject and the ability
to capture an attitude in wood. Capturing the essence of your subject and giving it the spark that brings it alive.

4.5 Artistry of a piece refers to its design and composition. This is where presentation, innovation, and creativity all come into play. There
should be beauty in the concept apart from the beauty of the bird itself. Line, form, content, color, mass, and movement should all be working
together to create an integrated whole.

Section 04 explanation:

This section attempts to explain the criteria fealaating entries in IWCA competitions. Four diffat criteria
are the basis for evaluation of an entry. Craftsshg, Accuracy, Essence of the Species, and Artist
Notice in 4.2 that reference is made to bird caponly. IWCA, is in fact a Wildfowl oriented orgaiation
that has been in existence well before fish cartibhghe scene. They were the only internatiarghnization
at the time when fish carvers got together andewvttoé rules for fish carving. They were good ot
sanction and publish the rules for us. So, be awdaen you see references in these rules, rebbzetey
apply to both birds and fish.

Of note here are the three criteria, Craftsmgmgkicuracy and Essence of the Species. Somersaniss
the true meaning of the rules concerning theser@it Just realize that Craftsmanship, AccuraayEssence
of the Species are judged throughout the entingy ettt you add rocks, insects, or other aquatiecsps along
with your fish, they can all be judged using thdwee criteria! Just some food for thought.




Artistry is the last of the criteria in this sectiolt is probably the most important of the fouteria listed for
without it, that perfect score you receive for tinst three criteria will all be wasted if you lagkthe Artistry.
It is better to have some scoring difficulties Ihfaur criteria than to lack terribly in Artistry.

Craftsmanship: Decorative or practical objects reflecting grdall and expertise.

Accuracy: Correctness and the ability to be precise whitdading errors.

Essence of Species: The quality or nature of the species that idezdift or makes it what it is.
Artistry: The creative ability and skill of an artist, betexpression of this ability and skill.

el CE N

Section 05. IWCA CARVER CODE OF ETHICS
5.1 A carver is responsible for knowing and understanding all rules of the contests entered.

5.2 A carver is responsible for registration of his/her carvings at the appropriate level of competition (Open, Intermediate, Novice) and must
move from level to level as the rules dictate. If a carver deliberately violates this advancement rule, he will be declared ineligible to enter any
IWCA-affiliated show for a period of one year.

5.3 A carver shall address any questions or problems to the Show Chairman and/or the IWCA Show Representative.

5.4 A carver shall not communicate with the judges at any time during the judging process.

5.5 A carver shall not display or have a carving critiqued by a judge prior to being evaluated by that judge in competition.

5.6 If a carver solicits a judge to critique his carvings after they have been judged, he will accept the judge's comments and criticisms

courteously.

5.7 Carvings should be the sole work of the contestant.

5.8 Classroom entries are allowed at the Novice level only.

5.9 Machine-duplicated bodies (blanks) are not allowed.

5.10 Cast parts are allowed at the Junior, Novice, and Intermediate levels only.

5.11 Carvers should not enter carvings to be judged by instructors or taxidermists from whose work the carving was created.
5.12 Carvings can be entered in any one show or competition one time only.

Section 05 explanation:

This section deals with the individual carver’'spessibilities in competitions. It is positivelyue that Carvers
are responsible for their own conduct at any shoeompetition. IWCA though reserves the right &xldre
violators who deliberately enter at the incorreste (rule 5.2), ineligible to participate for arjpel of one year.
A year is not that long, but consider the bi-latéaout that could accompany that action.

The people that carvers go to with questionsroblems are the Show Chairman or the IWCA repredimet
on location, not the Judges! It is very good pcacand etiquette to stay away from the judges fitoen
moment you arrive until the judging process is ctatgpand the ribbons/awards are finalized. Carving
shows/competitions are very social events. Seahdriends and acquaintances is one of the maasores for
attending. If any of them are judging the parécidvent then it is a different situation entiredg,use your best
judgment. The other observing competitors for gulaneasily arrive at accusations of favoritism.

Accept the judge’s critique courteously even tifoyou personally know the judge may be mistakea on
certain point. You personally know in your own wohiof the mistake so instead concentrate on tryirtpe
future to eliminate any chance of another judgdakiag your presentation.

One other note on Caver Code of Ethics. Youerdar the same carving in different IWCA sanctioned
shows, but the following year when those showsaund again, that same carving may not be enieraaly




of those shows again. The carving is retiredcaig/h there is nothing that says you cannot engdrsiime
carving in_non-sanctionellVCA shows/competitions.

Section 06. IWCA JUDGE'S CODE OF ETHICS

6.1 A judge must have a copy of, have read and understand, and judge by the published rules of each IWCA Show.
6.2 Judges will examine all entries hands-on before making their selections.
6.3 A Judge will not communicate with anyone other than fellow Judges, Assigned Clerks, Show Chairman, and/ or IWCA Representative

while in judging area.

6.4 A judge is not allowed to enter a carving in the level he or she is judging

6.5 Judges will not allow personal feelings or personal contact with the carvers to influence their decision during the judging procedure.
6.6 Judges will be fair and objective.

6.7 Judges will not judge a relative's carvings or students' birds which he or she has hands-on work experience or given instruction.

6.8 Taxidermists cannot judge carvings done from the taxidermist's mounts.

Section 06 explanation:

Judges are required by IWCA to have a copy ofthes and guidelines with them while judging andge
every carving in that category before making tiecision|WCA judges are not permitted to compete in a
Level of competition in which they are judging. éjhmay however, have entries in levels that thdynet be
judging.

As in the carvers code of ethics, the Judges@bdthics requires them not to communicate with
competitors while In the judging area. Judgesatse required to put aside any personal feelingseosonal
contact with competitors that may have the appearahinfluencing their decisions.

If a judge’s relative or student has an entrthm competition, the judge is required to disqyahemselves

from that category and division only. As always,4/CA judge must be fair and objective in theilimgs.

Section 07. IWCA BEST OF SHOW JUDGING PROCEDURE FOR ALL DIVISIONS

7.1  Judges select Best in Category from the first place carving in each species within that category (Marsh, Diver, etc.) When the judges select
Best in Category, it will be removed and replaced with the second place carving from the same species, if there is a second.

7.2 Judges will then select Second in Category from the group of remaining first place (species) carvings and this second place (species) carving.
If the second place (species) carving is selected as Second in Category, it should be removed to the winners' area and replaced with the third place
winner from that same species.

7.3 Judges then select Third in Category from the remaining first place carvings (species) and this third place (species) carving.

7.4  Asimple method of judging for the Best of Category is to always replace the carving selected with the next place winner from the same
species.

7.5  Once the judging is completed by categories (Marsh, Diver, etc.), judges consider the first place carving from each category. They will pick
Best of Show from one of these carvings and move it to the winners' area.

7.6  They will replace it with the second place carving from that category, and so on. Again, remember to always replace the carving selected
with the next place carving from that same category.




7.7  Itis the responsibility of the Show Chairman or the IWCA Representative to make sure a judge/chairman meeting is held to familiarize the
judges with the rules.

Section 07 explanation:

First let's look at the divisions, groups and catags in IWCA fish carving competitions. | have ated a
diagram to help you put the whole thing in perspectin IWCA fish carving competitions there are 5
divisions. The first box in the diagram shows théddivisions. Contained in each of those 5 divisjare 2
groups, the Salt Water and the Fresh Water grolgm éontained in each of those 5 divisions aretdgmaies
in both the saltwater group and 4 categories irfrgh water group which totals 8 categories yauaampete
in. The second two boxes show the categoriesasaitwater and freshwater groups. It also gipesiss
examples of each category.

IWCA FISH CARVING DIVISIONS OF COMPETITION

1. DECORATIVE LIFE-SIZE FISH DIVISION (DLFish)

2. DECORATIVE LIFE-SIZE WALL-MOUNT FISH DIVISION (DLWMFish)
3. DECORATIVE MINIATURE FISH DIVISION (DMFish)

4. NATURAL FINISH INTERPRETIVE FISH DIVISION (NFIFish)

5. NATURAL FINISH REALISTIC FISH DIVISION (NFRFish)

CATEGORIES FOR CATEGORIES FOR
SALT WATER GROUP FRESH WATER GROUP
Cat 1-Tropical Reef Fish Cat 1-Game Fish

Wrasses, Butterflys, Angles,Damselfish, Squirrelfish, Groupers, Eels,& All Bass, Pike, Musky, Walleye
other primarily reef-dwelling species. )
Cat 2-Pan Fish

Cat 2-Off Shore Game Fish Sunfish, Crappie, Perch, Bluegill
Bluefish, Dolphin,Mahi-Mahi,Mackerals, Tunas, Dories,Jacks & Bull Fish

Cat 3-Trout/Salmon/Char
Cat 3-Coastal Game Fish Brown, Rainbow, Brook, Cutthroat, Golden, Grayling, Chars,and
Striped Bass, Bonefish, Tarpon, Permit, Redfish, Sea Trout, Weakfish, all Salmon species.
Snook,and Bonita B i
Cat 4-Miscellaneous Fish
Cat 4-Miscellaneous Fish All other Fresh Water Fish not classified elsewhere including such

All Sharks, Rays, Flounder, Halibut, Billed Fish Seahorses ETC. species as Gar, Catfish, Paddlefish, Shad Etc.

Awards are as follows:
Best Of Categories€hosen from the best entry in each of the 8 categam the salt and fresh water groups.

Best Of Divisions-Chosen from each of the 5 division’s Best Of Gatewinners.
BEST OF SHOWS-Chosen from the Best Of Division winner

Sections 15 thru 19, Fish carving Divisions
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corative Life-Size

Section 15. DECORATIVE LIFE-SIZE FISH DIVISION
15.1 All entrants must be current members of IWCA.
15.2 The entry will be judged using the live fish as a model.

15.3 Any fish that may be too large to carve may be carved at a reduced scale. For example, a 12-foot, 600-pound marlin or a 6-foot, 80-pound
Chinook salmon would be carved at an appropriate reduced scale so that the mini- mum size is 18 inches with no maximum size. The reduced scale
carvings compete as life-size and reflect the mature anatomy of the life-sized fish.

15.4 All carvings must support the total wood carving concept. Those entries composed solely of wood, or those that contain as little non-
wood materials as possible, will have an advantage over those entries that contain authorized substitute materials listed below.

15.5 No resin or plastic water is acceptable because of the toxic nature of the materials involved.

15.6 The use of resins, silicones, or plastics in any form is limited to the construction of artificial teeth, eye sculpturing, joint construction, and
inserting fins and tail only.

15.7 Allowable items include: artificial eyes, fishing line, fish hooks, and metal for strength and support.

15.8 Items not allowed include: plastic, silk, or manufactured plants; cast objects such as rocks, wood, bugs, plants, fins, and gills; real rocks,
sand, or manufactured lures. Gravel made with wood/plumber's putty is allowed up through the intermediate level.

15.9 Commercial blanks and rough-outs are allowed in the novice and junior levels only.

15.10  Judges will place strong emphasis in their evaluations when all elements are carved of wood, however, the following is allowed: (a) In the
novice level, found, real driftwood may be used. (b) In the intermediate level, re-worked found, real driftwood may be used. (c) In the open level,
all facsimile of driftwood must be carved.

15.11 All components used to create the environment for decorative entries must be made by the carver from wood (or metal where allowed
when required for strength and support.)

15.12 Carved habitat may be coated with paint or paint additives for texturing.

15.13 Any carving found to contain non-approved materials will not be eligible for ribbons or awards.
15.14 Any method used to emboss, burn, engrave, or carve scales in wood is permitted.

15.15 Glass cases or domes must be removed for judging.

15.16 The carving must contain the carver's name and date marked on the carving. (The name will be covered with tape at registration.)

Section 15 explanationthe first of the actual fish carving rules/guidetns the Decorative Life-size
Division and contains the largest number of ruled most difficult to understand. For that reasoa will
discuss each rule individually. After that | haaken what is-allowednd_not-allowedhn this division and
broke them down for you as they apply to the fiskhe habitat In addition, therulesin this section apply to




the other two Decor ative fish divisionsin upcoming sections 16 (Decor ative Wall M ounts) and17
(Decorative Miniatures).

| 15.1 All entrants must be current members of IWCA. |

15.1 - Self-explanatory

| 15.2 The entry will be judged using the live fish as a model. |

15.2 - Judges will refer to the live fish, and carit to the carving. When evaluating a fish cagythe
carving should take on all the accurate charatiesisf the actual live fish that the carving ipmesenting. No
other example except the live fish will be usedt dxidermy, fish carvings, drawings, diagrams @itl be
used by the judge. Quality photos of live fish &gudge’s utilization would be a plus | would tkin

15.3 Any fish that may be too large to carve may be carved at a reduced scale. For example, a 12-foot, 600-pound marlin or a 6-foot, 80-pound
Chinook salmon would be carved at an appropriate reduced scale so that the mini- mum size is 18 inches with no maximum size. The reduced scale

carvings compete as life-size and reflect the mature anatomy of the life-sized fish.

15.3 - This is a recent new rule that was surebded and adopted by the fish carvers. It allogls tinat are
very large in real life such as Billfish, Tuna dtzbe carved and entered for competition undsrriie. The
standard is eighteen plus inches. The importamheht in this rule is the” mature anatomy” of tifie-ize fish
must be present in the reduced scale carving.e¥ample, the bulky muscular body of a full-grownriMa
should be reflected in the anatomy of the carvatger than the slim and streamlined body of a jieédarlin.

15.4 All carvings must support the total wood carving concept. Those entries composed solely of wood, or those that contain as little non-

wood materials as possible, will have an advantage over those entries that contain authorized substitute materials listed below

15.4 — Carvings should be totally made of woodsalts that the more wood, the bigger the advantege
competition. This rule, | believe was written faabreakers. The rule, | assume is saying that even
carvings score the same in a competition that éinéireg with the advantage would be the one usiegadtal
wood concept. For example, the nod would go tslawith carved wood eyes over glass eyes in attiat®n.
The catch is that the wood eyes need to be jughaircing or better than the glass or all is fouglat.

| 15.5 No resin or plastic water is acceptable because of the toxic nature of the materials involved. |

15.5 — Self-explanatory but more so to protectdinén the competition area along with the juddaisgs.

15.6 The use of resins, silicones, or plastics in any form is limited to the construction of artificial teeth, eye sculpturing, joint construction, and

inserting fins and tail only.

15.6 — Some examples of resins would be urethaepmties which require a catalyst or hardener taduked.
Silicones would include bathroom or window caulkordish tank silicone. Plastics would be substsrdke
Plastic Wood that requires no hardener to be add@éése substances can be used to insert yountfiiag,

glue in your eyes, sculpt around your eyes or &isds to hide seams. They can also be used toyowitd
habitat, connecting pieces of wood in order totigetshapes you wanhlote: They cannot however be used to
form an object, cast or otherwise to simulate aedmood object.

| 15.7 Allowable items include: artificial eyes, fishing line, fish hooks, and metal for strength and support. |

15.7 — You can use glass or plastic eyes. Youdcevdén make your own plastic or glass eyes anthesie
your piece. You can use real fishing line or fesdd hooks for your habitat. Anywhere strengtheiquired to
on the fish or the habitat, you can use metaltfat support. Examples would be attacking a fis& tock or
other fish using a metal fin. Fine or small weedgrass in a habitat that supports the carvingaot of the
carving for strength may be made of metal.

15.8 Items not allowed include: plastic, silk, or manufactured plants; cast objects such as rocks, wood, bugs, plants, fins, and gills; real rocks,
sand, or manufactured lures. Gravel made with wood/plumber's putty is allowed up through the intermediate level.




15.8 — You cannot use manufactured plants frontaited craft store! You cannot use anything castifia
mold of any kind. Real rocks and sand cannot berporated into your habitat or fish. You mustdhaarve
your lures but rule 15.7 insinuates you can uskfisFdooks to attach to those lures. Wood or Rlara putty
can be used to make gravel in your habitat scea# iavels of competition except the open level.

| 15.9 Commercial blanks and rough-outs are allowed in the novice and junior levels only. |
15.9 — Commercial purchased blanks are blocks afdwath the top and side profiles pre-cut by the
manufacturer. Commercial rough-outs are pre-shgeadachine to resemble the fish species so tleat th
carvers need not rough it out themselves. Notaltbin the Open level only.

15.10 Judges will place strong emphasis in their evaluations when all elements are carved of wood, however, the following is allowed: (a) In the
novice level, found, real driftwood may be used. (b) In the intermediate level, re-worked found, real driftwood may be used. (c) In the open level,

all facsimile of driftwood must be carved.

15.10 — This rule reinforces rule 15.4, which stdtee advantage using the total wood conceptisdtfarther
explains what is allowed at different competitiendls concerning this rule. At the “Novice” lewsd|
competition, real driftwood may be used in the tatbiThis is wood that you can find yourself oogines
and beaches. This wood can be branches, trunk®ts from trees or bushes. It can still havebidk on it or
not.

In the “Intermediate” level you can use in youbitat, re-worked found, real driftwood. Found tikidod is
the same wood as described in the novice level thélstipulation that it must be re-worked. Re-Jear
means that the driftwood needs to be altered/irggd®@omewnhat by the Intermediate carver. This magm
that the bark is removed and it is turned into attal Finish” piece to include in the habitat.miay also be
carved on to add more interest or painted readiyiovith texturing. Whatever the choice, it mustte-worked.
In the Open level, there are no options when ite®to found wood. All driftwood must be assemiaad
carved by the carver except where metal is usesdtfength. No found wood is allowed at this level

15.11 All components used to create the environment for decorative entries must be made by the carver from wood (or metal where allowed
when required for strength and support.)

15.11 — The only thing this rule does to my knowgeds to re-state the fact that thabitat must be made by
the carver from wood except where metal is usedtf@ngth.

| 15.12 Carved habitat may be coated with paint or paint additives for texturing. |
15.12 — This rule gives you the option of paintyagir habitat or using additives in your paint sashtexturing
paste, sawdust, wood shavings etc. for adding fiexdnd more realism.

| 15.13 Any carving found to contain non-approved materials will not be eligible for ribbons or awards. |
15.13 — This rule is self explanatory as writtéfsing non-approved materials means you will not¢lmgble
for ribbons or awards but does not say that yourieg will be eliminated from the show.

| 15.14 Any method used to emboss, burn, engrave, or carve scales in wood is permitted. |
15.14 — Engravers, embossing with homemade tootsjriy with a wood burner, or carving on the fishle
habitat is allowed. All these methods can be tsenleate scales.

| 15.15 Glass cases or domes must be removed for judging. |
15.15 — This rule states the obvious for judgingopses, so all protective glass cases or domesheusade
removable.




| 5.16 The carving must contain the carver's name and date marked on the carving. (The name will be covered with tape at registration.)

15.16 — All carvings must be” permanently” markethvthe carver’s full name and the date the carviag
completed. Cover your name & date with tape beyorecheck in your carving. This way you can cohtine
type of tape used and make sure the name is coverepletely. Certain tapes are not friendly to daat.

NOTE: As mention earlier, Section 15 has the malsts and guidelines of all the sections that det fish carving. To
help our overall understanding of the decoratifedized IWCA rules, | re-wrote them in a more t@jiand
straightforward order. We can better comprehendt\tire rules above are saying in a format like tfiis help further, |
separated the fish and the habitat and elimindedule numbers. Below you will see the results makeup of the
IWCA's sixteen rules of the decorative life-sizadision, section 15, rules 15.1 thru 15.16. #Né rules in decorative
life-size are contained here for quick refertence.

Decorative Life-Size Division (DLFish) section 15, rules 15.1 thru 15.16.

*All entrants must be current members of the IWCHae carving must contain the carver’s name ane aatrked on the carving and glass cases must lvaete
for judging.

THE FISH *The Standaris to use the live fish as the model and it mustdreed from wood.

Items Allowed:

*Artificial eyes, resins, silicones or plasticsany form is limited to the construction of artifitteeth, eye sculpting, joint construction anceitiag fins and tail.
*Metal can be used where required for support.

*Any method used to emboss, burn, engrave, or csoates in wood is allowed.

*Commercial blanks and rough-outs in Novice anddulevels only.

Items Not Allowed:

*Any “Cast” objects such as fins, and gills.

Note:
*Any fish that may be too large to carve may bevedrat a reduced scale. The minimum size is I8mavith no maximum size. The reduced scale caswiogpete
as life-size and reflect the mature anatomy ofithesized fish.

THE HABITAT *The Standard is to use the actual live habitat iasn nature.

Items Allowed:

*Real Fishing line, fish hooks and metal for strénand support.

*Carved habitat may be coated with paint or padititives for texturing.

*Gravel made with wood/plumber’s putty up througitermediate level only.

*In the novice level, found real driftwood and hetintermediate level, re-worked found, real drifod may be used.

Items Not Allowed:

*Resin or plastic water because of toxins.

*Plastic, silk, or manufactured plants; cast olextich as rocks, wood, bugs; real rocks, sandaaufactured lures.

Note:

*All components used to create the environment rhashade by the carver from wood. All facsimileddftwood in the Open level must be carved.




Decorative LS Wall Mount

Section 16. DECORATIVE LIFE-SIZE WALL-MOUNT FISH DIVISION
16.1 All entrants must be current members of IWCA.
16.2 Must be judged mounted on wall.

16.3 Must have attachments for hanging.

Section 16 explanationSection 16 is straightforward in that it will bedged as it was meant to be

displayed, hanging on the wall and requires a hafogdhat purpose. All of the Decorative Life-similes in
section 15 apply to this section.

Decorative Miniature

Section 17. DECORATIVE MINIATURE FISH DIVISION

17.1 All entrants must be current members of IWCA.
17.2 Entries must be one-half life-size or less with a maximum subject length of eight (8) inches.
17.3 Entries must be full-bodied carvings.

17.4 The live fish will be used as a model for judging.

17.5 Unlimited painting and texturing will be allowed.




Section 17.1 thru 17.5 explanationhe decorative miniature section also has a skestription, no pun
intended. Basically, it gives the maximum lenggté tish can be carved at as “eight” inches. Addity, it
states that you have the latitude to carve indhision at half the length or less of the lifeesizsh. For
example, a large adult Bluegill can grow to 12 e&hYou could carve it at half that, 6” or a mastimof 8”.
However, a 36” Northern Pike may not be carved siakkd, it must be carved at the 8" maximum. This r
helps keep this a truly “miniature” division. Agaill of the Decorative Life-size rules in sectibhapply to
this section 17.

Naturl Fish nterpr;tive |
Section 18. NATURAL FINISH INTERPRETIVE FISH DIVISION
18.1 All entrants must be current members of IWCA.
18.2 These entries reflect the carver's concept of movement, design, and composition. Ideally, the entry will be carved out of one piece of

wood. Entry can be a carving that represents a fish, regardless of how realistic or imaginative it is. As long as at least one fish is used in the entry,
other animals may also be incorporated.

18.3 Only transparent stains and clear finishes may be used.

18.4 No opaque paints will be allowed with the exception of eyes, where opaque paints may be used in place of glass eyes.




18.5 The wood grain must be visible through the finish.

18.6 Carved eyes are preferred, however, glass eyes will be allowed in novice and intermediate levels only.
18.7 Natural finish fish carvings are to be composed as to enhance the natural beauty of the wood being used.
18.8 The carver will be allowed to decide which category best suits the piece.

18.9 Bases may be painted or stained.

Section 18 explanationThis section deals with natural finish entries #at in fact interpretive. A piece
of art when viewed that seems to relate to, involvprovide an explanation of something is sailido
“interpretive”. In the case of this section, thewer needs to be lead to the fish side of the temuaf the
judge or viewer cannot see an imaginative fish saineee in the piece then it may be an undesirahle tr

18.2 These entries reflect the carver's concept of movement, design, and composition. Ideally, the entry will be carved out of one piece of
wood. Entry can be a carving that represents a fish, regardless of how realistic or imaginative it is. As long as at least one fish is used in the entry,
other animals may also be incorporated.

18.2 — This rule flatly states that concept of nroeat, design and compositianll be reflected in the carving.
Compositionis the way in which the parts of something araraged, especially the parts of a visual image.
Many words come to mind when desigmmentioned, in effect, purpose, object, aind, epoint, target,
intention and goal. The concept of movemaitit seemingly always be present in aquatic envinents and
therefore be reflected in the carving.

It is requested in this rule also that one piece@dd be used to carve the whole presentation. t\WWWaA is
saying is that” if everything were perfect or asided” it would be carved in this manner. Thawtsat the
carver should strive for and it will be obvioustie work whether the artist accomplished this dr no

One or more interpretive fish or other animals rhayncorporated into the carving.

18.3 Only transparent stains and clear finishes may be used.
18.4 No opaque paints will be allowed with the exception of eyes, where opaque paints may be used in place of glass eyes.
18.5 The wood grain must be visible through the finish.

18.6 Carved eyes are preferred, however, glass eyes will be allowed in novice and intermediate levels only.

18.3,18.4,18.5 & 18.6 — Stains and clear finigdmesauthorized here in these rules. The wood gnaist be
visible through the stains/finishes. Opaque pan¢sallowed on the carved wood eyes only. Yduhstve the
option to use glass eyes in place of carved woed eythe Novice and Intermediate levels only. sGlayes
are_not permittech the_Open levehatural finish interpretive division.

18.7 Natural finish fish carvings are to be composed as to enhance the natural beauty of the wood being used.
18.8 The carver will be allowed to decide which category best suits the piece.
18.9 Bases may be painted or stained.

18.7, 18.8 & 18.9 — Natural finish carvings in tHigision will utilize the natural beauty of the wa in its
composition. Things such as the visible wood grd@formities in the visible grain or knots and #trades may
be incorporated into the overall flow/movement, dedign of the carving. A knot in the wood for exade
could represent the eye or the false eye on theftaiPeacock Bass.

The bases of the carving, if present may be epherted or stained. Additionally, the carver magide which
category best fits their interpretive piece.




Section 19. NATURAL FINISH REALISTIC FISH DIVISION
19.1 All entrants must be current members of IWCA.

19.2 These entries are natural finish carvings that closely resemble recognizable fish and contain more details. The entries can be single or
multiple carvings, and composed in an artistic setting. The carver may use separate pieces of wood for fins, grass, etc., but all finishes must be

natural.
19.3 Only transparent stains and clear finishes may be used.
19.4 No opaque paints will be allowed with the exception of eyes, where opaque paints may be used in place of glass eyes.

19.5 The wood grain must be visible through the finish.

19.6 Carved eyes are preferred, however, glass eyes will be allowed in novice and intermediate levels only.
19.7 Natural finish fish carvings are to be composed as to enhance the natural beauty of the wood being used.
19.8 The carver will be allowed to decide which category best suits the piece.

19.9 Bases may be painted or stained.

Section 19 explanationunlike the previous natural finish interpretiveistdivision strives for much more
detail in the carvings. In fact, the more you ut# in these carvings the better. Many of themahfinish
interpretive section 18 rules apply again hergerpretive and Realistic natural finish are twarof favorite
divisions two view at competitions. In my opinidhey take us into the real world of woodcarvingenhno
paints or texturing hide or add to the natural woothe raw talent of the woodcarving artist. Teheso
divisions never fail to amaze us with what is altyjyaossible with a block of wood.

19.2 These entries are natural finish carvings that closely resemble recognizable fish and contain more details. The entries can be single or
multiple carvings, and composed in an artistic setting. The carver may use separate pieces of wood for fins, grass, etc., but all finishes must be
natural.

19.2 — The carving is Natural finish, and look®#like the live fish in its natural state in thddv Much more
detail is required and one or more fish in theeigtrauthorized. This rule states that the carviibbe
composed in an artistic setting which is a giveany art competition.

The big difference here from the interpretive dimisis that you may carve pieces of wood separataliural
finish the pieces then attach them to the carvihigis affords you the opportunity to achieve moegéad and
depth to your presentation. Some possibilitiegHerfish would be the fins, barbells, or even eyidabitat
attachments would include driftwood, rocks, vegetatunderwater insects etc.




19.3 Only transparent stains and clear finishes may be used.
19.4 No opaque paints will be allowed with the exception of eyes, where opaque paints may be used in place of glass eyes.

19.5 The wood grain must be visible through the finish.

19.6 Carved eyes are preferred, however, glass eyes will be allowed in novice and intermediate levels only.
19.7 Natural finish fish carvings are to be composed as to enhance the natural beauty of the wood being used.
19.8 The carver will be allowed to decide which category best suits the piece.

19.9 Bases may be painted or stained

19.3 thru 19.9 — These seven rules are identidéleoules in Natural Finish Interpretive. Jusheenber, the
biggest differences in this Natural Finish Reatislivision is much more detail is required and gau carve
pieces separately and attach them to add realism.

This section 19 is the last of the Fish carvingesul In closing, | am hoping the time | spent Igyimese rules
out benefits you and answer at least a few queston competitors may have had. Even if you do not
compete, it is always more interesting to have rgeustanding of the rules when at shows and cotmeti
Visit the NFCG website on a regular basis for newd more Journals in the future. Any other questipou
may have on the subject of IWCA fish carving rabesbe directed to us through the website’s corpage. If
we do not have the answer, we can assist you tmgeferification from the IWCA.

Good Carving,

i




